
Hi future AP human student!  
I'm sure that right now, you have no idea what to expect from this class. Whether you’re nervous out of 

your mind for this class, or just want a few pointers, it’s good to know what to expect. First off, AP human 
covers a variety of units, all dealing with human interactions and their effects on the world’s geography. Some 
examples of units include agricultural geography, urban geography and population geography. When learning 
about these units, you’ll notice that a lot of the vocab you might be familiar with from freshman year geography 
(especially if you took level three). I’ve noticed that in AP human, we go more in depth with the topics than in 
freshman geography. For me, the political geography unit was the hardest, so I recommend spending extra 
time outside of class memorizing vocab and understanding concepts for that ione.  

What about the workload? Is it a lot to handle? Through my experience, the amount of homework given 
in AP human is similar to that of a level three class. Common homework assignments include FRQ’s on MyAP, 
flashcards for a unit, taking notes on a chapter and articles with open ended questions. ALWAYS DO THE 
FLASHCARDS! I mean, do all the homework obviously, but the flashcards are pretty important. They count as 
a quiz grade, meaning if you flunk a quiz and want to get your grade up- well there you go. It’s also a great 
study tool (especially for the AP test). Oh, and I can’t forget about the one pagers. They require you to really 
understand the unit and you have to be able to make many connections to real life. Along with (thoroughly) 
answering the questions, you should definitely add charts, data tables, graphs, to make your responses more 
factual.  

And how about tests? and quizzes? Well, for AP humans, quizzes are usually multiple choice- but that 
doesn’t mean they’re easy. A lot of the time, quizzes ask very specific questions so it’s important to look over 
every single aspect of the unit. Along with that, getting a good grade on a test or quiz means you need to do 
more than just memorize vocab. That's only half the job. I recommend you also make sure to understand 
concepts (i.e. the Von Thunen model in the agricultural unit, or how to use the Demographic Transition Model 
in the population unit). Since this IS an AP class, you have to go above and beyond. Just memorizing vocab 
isn’t going to cut it.  

Lastly, what exactly is a class like in AP human? What kind of activities can I expect? In AP human, 
each class is different. Some common activities we did were watching documentaries and answering questions 
, doing station activities (where we pick groups to go with) and games such as Kahoot and Quizlet live. For 
example, some of my favorite activities were the dear john letter (where we had to write a breakup letter 
between two countries), and Energy superheroes (where we had to create a superhero based off a renewable 
or nonrenewable energy source). Overall, most of the activities in AP human are designed to develop a deeper 
understanding of the unit, but are still (somewhat) fun at the same time.  

As long as you stay organized and complete assignments on time, as well as pay attention in class to 
make sure you understand the material, you’re good to go! I hope that you enjoy this class. Good luck! 

-Jade Hostetler  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Incoming APHG Students, 
 

My biggest piece of advice I can give you is to not be scared or worried about the class. As long as you 
keep up with your work, it is a relatively easy class. There are a lot of in class assignments and the time to do 
homework assignments is very easy to work with. All of the assignments that you are to do at home are given 
more than enough time to be completed. Always stay organized and keep your notecards in a safe spot 
(personally my notecards were the most helpful tool in the class). As long as you pay attention to the lesson or 
activity during class time, the subject will be fairly easy to grasp. Each topic is explored thoroughly, whether it 
be directly from Mrs. Blanchard, or research you do on your own. If you get confused at any point during any 
lesson, I cannot remember a time when Mrs. Blanchard declined a request for assistance. Never be afraid to 
ask for extra help, especially in an AP class because they move pretty quickly and you could get easily lost if 
you don’t understand. Class time is also used up to be the most beneficial to you as a student. Whether it be 
an activity in class, or free work time, there is never a wasted minute in the class (at least that's how it’s 
planned to be). You must be the one to use that time to the best of your ability. As for studying and tests, your 
notecards will be your biggest help for studying. I recommend having someone quiz you on your notecards 
before every test. It helps a lot. My two biggest recommendations for this class are: 1. Keep track of your 
notecards and 2. Always stay on top of assignments and make sure you understand the subject. This course 
was one of my favorites in sophomore year. I hope you have fun too! 
 
Sincerely, 

Connor 
 
 
Dear new APHG students,  

Ap Human Geo is going to be a very fun and interesting class to take. You’ll get food at some points 
and some really fun games. There’s also gonna be a lot of high expectations though. You’re gonna have to be 
able get all your work in on time and juggle homework on top of projects. Mrs. Blanchard is pretty cool with 
some late assignments, but you should just get it in on time. Make sure it's your own work too, don’t want a 
huge scandal about a bunch of kids cheating on their work. Definitely didn’t happen to my class. Just be open 
about work and the curriculum to Blanchard, she’ll be able to get you help and get you ready for the ap test. 

In regards to the classroom, just go with it. Don’t try to cheat out work or not listen to a video. Those 
notes in class, whether it’s from a video or book, it’ll be on the test. Just do whatever that’s asked and you’ll get 
through it. Always do note cards too. They’re huge for grades and studying for assessments. You’ll get a good 
amount of work in this class, so do it right when you get it. It’ll be much easier to just get it done with. Do your 
work to the best of your ability, you might need to share in front of the class. It’ll be fun, there are topics that will 
interest everyone. It mixes history with present news with patterns and such that may help you in the future. 
Even if you don’t like the stuff that’s being teached, it’ll be fun. You get to make your own countries and get 
food.  

For studying, definitely look over note cards and notes. That’s all I did for studying. For assessments, 
read the questions carefully. They could mean multiple different ideas, but one word could completely change 
the answer. Always do the work for the assessments, they’ll have a lot of information that’s on the actual 
assessment. It’s a pretty chill class overall. 

Good luck and don’t drop out, 
Aidan McLoughlin  

 
 
 
 



Dear incoming AP human geography student, 
 
I know it’s scary going into a college class for the first time, especially when you don’t know what to expect, 
since there was no introduction for you the previous year. I know what it’s like, because that was me. I moved 
schools after my freshman year to Bacon, so I wasn't given instructions by Mrs. Blanchard on how to complete 
summer work or what to expect. I’m here to let you know there's no sense in stressing out about the class, as 
long as you remain studious and complete your work in a timely fashion with proper effort. That may sound 
very vague, what I mean by that statement is turn in the work on time , don’t copy off your friends (Mrs. 
Blanchard knows who does and who doesn't do this, trust me), and do your best. Mrs. Blanchard is a nice 
teacher. She recognizes hard work and assigns work to teach you, not to burden you with busy work, so she 
knows quality when she sees it.  
 
AP courses are always hyped up by teachers and parents as being “extremely difficult” and “time consuming”, 
and they may in fact be extremely difficult and time consuming, but I didn't exactly find this one to be. Once 
again, as long as you get your work done in a timely manner and follow Mrs. Blanchards instructions, it won't 
be any more of a hassle than your other classes. I’d also suggest keeping all your assignments from the year, 
especially projects, one pagers (unit recap poster), and vocab cards, since they clearly define the vocab and 
topics expected to be on the AP test in May.  
 
Sadly I can’t give you much advice on the AP test for your year, since at the time I’m writing this letter to you 
I’m stuck in quarantine out of school. This year we had our test online in a completely different format than the 
original. The advice I can give you, however, is that you should prepare well in advance. Just look over your 
work and watch AP human geography youtube videos by Mr. Sinn or the AP youtube channel  here and there, 
you don’t need to spend hours and hours every day leading up to the test to prepare, because that can hinder 
your success. Moderation and a slow, steady pace are important in many aspects of life, and this is one of 
them.  
 
I can also say that since I’ve taken AP human geography, pretty much everything around me can be thought of 
geographically. For example, why is it that you don't find many sephoras, H&Ms, Forever 21s, and other stores 
who’s targeted demographics are younger people in places like Connecticut? Because the population here is 
aging. Their products are targeted towards younger people, primarily girls, and if an area has very few of those 
people, they won't invest in outlets there.  
 
One more tip I’d like to give you is that the AP test is just  a number. That doesn't mean don't prepare and sit 
back and relax the whole time you're taking the class, but it does mean that the score you receive does not 
define you as a person. The number you get doesnt gauge how much your friends and family love you, or how 
healthy you are, or even how smart you are, but it does, almost all of the time, gauge your knowledge from the 
class and your durability when facing a new, challenging college course (this isn't it always the case, however. 
I know not everyone is a great test taker). It’s also important to remember that your parents or guardian, 
whoever is at home taking care of you, paid money for that test you're taking. Don’t let their money go to 
waste. Try your best and put that money to good use, even if you get a 1, at least you can say “I worked hard 
and I did my best”. (the grading system is 0-5 pts)  
 
Moving on from the big stuff, let's talk about classroom routines. Mrs. Blanchard prefurs students not use their 
phones during class, and she will call you out if she sees it. She almost always assigns homework, but it’s 
nothing major, usually just notes using your textbook or some vocab cards, which she portions out into 
tolerable amounts for each night so as to not overwhelm her students. I also mentioned a little bit about 
plagiarism earlier in the letter. Mrs. Blanchard is fine with students working together on most 



projects/assignments, but you better not copy off anyone, because she will not hesitate to call you out on it. 
She has her ways of finding out who copies and who doesn’t. She reads the work students submit very 
carefully, so it’s easy for her to spot a pattern. If she does discover you've been cheating, You’ll get a 0 on the 
assignment, and a call home at least.  
 
I know I probably made her sound like a monster, but she's not. She’s one of the nicest teachers I’ve had 
during my time at Bacon, and that’s saying a lot because Bacon has some nice teachers. She loves all of her 
students and she enjoys talking to them during class, and she's very approachable. Yes she does have rules, 
and that’s just another reason why she's so great; she enforces rules to help her students stay focused during 
work periods in class, and let's face it, without the rules and routines I listed above, the classroom would be 
chaotic and nobody would get any work done. As long as you respect Mrs. Blanchard and her rules, and as 
long as you work hard in her class, everything will be ok. 
 
I hope this letter was helpful, I’m sure there's a bunch more questions you need answered that I just can’t help 
you with because of my unconventional experience during this anomaly of a year. Just remember to take it 
easy and don’t put yourself down if you don't immediately understand, because not only will you have tons of 
useful resources in your learning, but you have a great teacher who is more than happy to aid you in your 
work. Remember to work hard and smart! I wish you luck in your studies, not that you’ll need it! 
 
-Ellie Robertson 
 
 
 
Dear Student,  
 

If you’re reading this letter, you’re probably considering taking AP Human Geography for the year. Let 
me tell you, you’ve got a lot of great experiences coming your way. Mrs. Blanchard is one of the nicest 
teachers you’ll meet! That is of course, if you do your work, and pay attention in class. If you’re ever stuck on 
something, don’t feel nervous to reach out and talk with Mrs. Blanchard, she’s very understanding. The routine 
to expect is getting to class on time, getting your materials and homework out and waiting for teacher 
instruction. By taking this course, you’ll be able to connect various things you’ve never thought much of to 
geographic concepts that you’ll learn taking this course. The workload of this class is nothing unmanageable, 
just be sure to not wait till the last minute to do the work. To study I recommend completing all notecards and 
reviewing them throughout the year, this will give you an advantage for the exam. I’d also recommend 
completing the notes assigned as well as all classwork, it doesn’t take too much time and it prepares you for all 
upcoming assessments, quizzes, and eventually the AP exam. I hope this made the thought of an AP class a 
little less daunting, enjoy the year, good luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear incoming APHG student,  
 

AP Human Geography is a fantastic course and you are so lucky to have a great teacher too! APHG, 
I've found, is very useful not only for other courses, but for the real world. You will learn so much in this class!! 
Mrs. Blanchard is a great teacher, her passion for geography and this course really shows through her 
teaching skills (she really knows how to push new information into your brain and make it stick!). Another thing: 
communication is key! If you do not understand an assignment or a vocab word make sure to talk to 
Mrs.Blanchard because she will help explain it. APHG has 7 different units and as the course goes on you will 
start to see connections throughout the units (make sure you understand all vocab for each unit!!!). This course 
has a big workload, so I would recommend not procrastinating if you can to stay on schedule with all the work! 
That being said, do not let the workload scare or stress you out, the work for a unit is usually not due until the 
end of that unit, so if you are behind you can turn assignments in later and still get credit for it. In class, I 
definitely recommend paying attention and taking notes as needed. This class is so fun, you do have to take 
notes, but you also get to play games, watch movies, and do group/partner work. As for studying, I recommend 
knowing the vocab in and out and knowing examples!!! To prepare for the assessments definitely study, but 
also these tests are based on application so make sure you know how to apply the concepts and vocab to 
situations in the units! Overall, I really think you will enjoy this course, although there may be some times that 
you dislike it, in the end this information is so useful and the course is not as scary as it looked in the 
beginning! You will do great this year!! 

- Evelyn Toennes 
 
Dear incoming students of AP Human, 

Here is what advice I can give you about taking this course: 

You should always be nice to your teachers but especially Mrs Blanchard because then you might actually 

find yourself liking the class.  Remember to ask questions if you have them and be quiet when you don’t. 

Don’t be on your phone in class because she will call you out; the more times she calls you out, the more 

annoyed she and your classmates will get.  Honestly, it's an AP class so don’t expect to be able to scroll 

through Instagram and not pay attention.  When you get in class Be smart about who you sit around 

because there are a lot of group projects.  Be ready to learn, even if you think you covered it last year 

it’s important to hear how the human geography side is different.  A lot of the course will connect so be 

sure to recognize those times, it is likely that it is very important and will be on the exam.  The workload 

is manageable if you work when you can in class and start assignments when you get them, especially one 

pagers.  If there is anything I learned about studying for this class, it’s how important the vocabulary 

cards are.  I would suggest that at the end of each unit, you add examples and important details to the 

cards.  Often it is hard to find examples when you first make them at the beginning of the unit, but 

after class you understand the term better and Mrs Blanchard will give you examples that can help with 

FRQs.  In preparation for assessments it is important to look into all the work you did for that unit.  It 

is helpful to have everything in a binder for this reason.  My last suggestion is how I learned and 

maintained most of the information for the course… pay attention, participate, and listen in class.  Mrs 

Blanchard is really good at telling you the information and then demonstrating it with a video or practice. 

I am confident that anyone who takes this class and listens to Mrs Blanchard will do well in this class and 

on the AP Exam.  You can do it. 

From, 

   Jordan Rodgers 

 
 
 



 
Dear Incoming AP Human Geography Students, 
 

First off, I would like to commend you for selecting this class.  You were fully aware that an AP class 
would provide you with a larger challenge than lower-level classes yet you still decided to join one.  I hope 
that as you take the class you don’t come to regret your decision and realize the beautiful opportunity you 
have laid out in front of you.  However, to make the best of that opportunity it wouldn’t hurt to have some 
insider info from someone who’s gone through the course you’re going to take. 

In terms of general information about the course, AP Human Geography is an Ap, or Advanced 
Placement course, this means that it’s an introductory college-level course that you take in high school. 
The benefits of an AP course are vast with the most highlighted one being the possibility to gain course 
credit upon the completion of the AP test.  This credit can be transferred to a large number of colleges, 
which can effectively save you money on your college tuition.  

AP Human Geography, in particular, aims to enrich students by observing geographic patterns and 
processes on topics such as population issues, culture, agriculture, economics, and more.  Class often 
follows a similar structure that is enlivened through multiple entertaining and engaging activities.  On a 
normal day, any homework previously assigned is collected, then the class swiftly transitions into that day’s 
main endeavor(s).  When it comes to in-class behavior, the teacher expects appropriate behavior for the 
current work environment.  If there is a presentation, Mrs. Blachard expects all students to be silent and 
respectful toward whoever is giving the presentation.  However, if students are tasked with light work to 
complete, then moderate chatter is often acceptable. 

Concerning the actual work in the class, be prepared to do a sizable amount.  The workload 
shouldn’t be overwhelming, as long as you are willing to put in the work, but do know that it will most 
likely be more than you have done in past classes.  To do the best on in-class assignments, I advise that you 
simply stay on task.  I have witnessed too many students work on a classroom assignment, begin talking 
with a friend instead of doing work, and by the end of the period, they have little to nothing completed. 
The same goes for homework as well.  Try your hardest to minimize any potential distractions that may 
hinder your performance and cause homework to start rapidly building up.  It’s also crucial that you learn 
to manage your time and plan with homework.  Remember, you have other classes that may be giving you 
work on top of that given from this course. 

Now, while this all may seem intimidating I can assure you that once you start, you’ll grow 
accustomed to the flow of the class and develop tricks to balance your workload.  I wish you the best of 
luck in this class, I’m sure you’ll do great. 

 
Sincerely, 
Michael Barnett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear all incoming AP Human Geography students,  

 

Towards the end of my freshman year when upperclassmen were going around recommending 

lowerclassmen AP courses to take, quite a few described AP Human Geography as the easiest AP class they’ve 

ever taken. Of course, this is why I chose the class in the end, and that’s why I’ll bet you are taking the class as 

well. That doesn’t mean there isn’t any advice I can offer you, however. 

Classroom routines are fairly standard, and don’t deviate too much from what you’d expect. If you have 

a phone with you, Mrs. Blanchard will ask you to put it away at the start of class, which a lot of teachers already 

enforce regularly. Occasionally, you will be allowed to listen to music while you work so long as Mrs. 

Blanchard doesn’t catch you doing anything else. Tl;dr: don’t be stupid with the phone. Put on one of your 

Spotify “made for you” rap playlists and do your work. 

If you haven’t had experience with Mrs. Blanchard’s teaching already, one thing you should know is 

that she’s relatively easygoing and honest, but also firm when it comes to the workload. There will be a lot of 

work. A LOT of it. If you miss a day of this class, and/or if you have trouble managing time or you just don’t 

care all that much, you will fall behind very easily. If you know you’re going to be absent for a day, it’s 

important you gather the needed work beforehand. It also goes the same for if you’re absent 

unexpectedly--make sure you get the work you missed the day you return, and do it as soon as possible so you 

don’t end up shoving it to the back of your head. Unfortunately for me, I did a mediocre job in this class 

because I didn’t complete a bit of my work on time. Don’t be like me. Be better than me. 

As an added note, studying is very important when taking assessments of any kind in this class. Over the 

course of the year, you will make vocabulary flashcards for every unit. Use these to your advantage before an 

assessment -- quiz yourself, have a friend/family member quiz you. Study over the length of a few days, not 

only the night before or 20 minutes before the exam. There will be words, terms and concepts you’ll be 

confused about. ASK the teacher about them before you jump to conclusions. If you want any additional help 

on something, ask a friend what’s up. 

This class might feel like a challenge and a pain to some of you guys, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t 

worth it. Some of you taking this class might be able to explore something genuinely intriguing or interesting to 

you. If you don’t? That’s perfectly ok. If you’re bored? Muscle through the work. Do your work at your best. 

Don’t bs your way through this class. Good luck. 

 

Áine Malone, BA Class of 2022 

 

 



Dear future AP Human student, 
I am sure that there are mixed emotions going inside of your head, excited, anxious, nervous, and everything 
in between. Don’t worry, everything is going to be okay. I personally think that AP Human is a great course for 
you to start with since it is a good introduction to the whole AP program. It is a lighter course than most, 
however, you will get a feel for the workload and what expectations there are in an AP course. I am writing to 
you in order to hopefully give you more information about some of the expectations and what exactly this 
course is all about.  
Ms. Blanchard is one of the best teachers that teaches an AP course! She is a great resource for you to go to if 
you don’t understand something or you have additional questions. She is also reasonable when it comes to 
accepting any late work assignments. The absolute latest anything can be turned in is the day of the last 
quiz/test of that unit. She will provide the exact date to you at least a week before. Also, AP Human is a very 
engaging course. Ms. B rarely talks for an extended period of time and we have to try to figure conflicts out 
ourselves before going to her. It gave us a chance to problem solve alone since in the end, that’s what you 
have to do for the AP exam.  
In the classroom, everyday can be completely different. One day we could be working on an assignment on the 
AP website and another we could be doing a “game”. Luckily, we always get a schedule for the entire unit so 
that we have some sort of an idea for what we are going to be walking into.  
Throughout the course, I have been able to connect the material learned in class to everyday life in a variety of 
ways. A lot of the topics lined up with what was happening in society which was weird but cool at the same 
time. In the end, all of the units are blended and you can really see some of the connections of why things are 
the way they are, if that makes sense. It is a great course if you are someone that may wonder about why 
things are the way they are in life whether it be development, industry, migration, or anything else you can 
think of. 
You may be concerned about how much work you may be getting, however, it really isn’t that bad. I think that 
you are going to be fine as long as everything was done on time with online school. Time management is 
definitely a key factor when it comes to this course and any other AP course. If you wait to do any assignment 
last minute, there is no way that you are going to get it done to the best of your ability. I suggest at least 
starting the assignment the night that you receive it so that you have a chance to ask any questions or 
clarification that you may have. Also, make sure that you look at the schedule on a regular basis that is 
provided for you. It will help you make sure that you are staying on track with getting your work done and will 
prevent you from falling behind. If you are absent for any reason and are still available to get your work done, 
do it. This will help prevent unnecessary stress and will help you not fall behind. 
Studying is a key factor with this course. I know that before, I used to just walk into class not prepared for a 
test, however, that changed very quickly. This was no longer an option and I had to study, study, and study 
some more. I strongly suggest that you go over any material and do any study guides that are provided for you. 
Also, if Ms. B opens up any assignments on the AP website, especially FRQ’s or multiple choice, do them. It 
will help you prepare for the unit test and the AP exam in the end. 
I hope that this letter somewhat helped you feel better about this course. Honestly, just do the best that you 
possibly can and you will succeed. Ask any questions that you may have since it will help you understand the 
material. I wish you the best of luck and feel free to ask any past AP students questions or advice. We will be 
happy to help! :)) 
-Kristy Robida  
 

 

 

 



Hello to all incoming APHG students !!!!!! 
 
There are a few things you should know for this year that will help you complete this course first of all make 
sure you do all of our homework, especially all the vocab cards they count for a lot and they really help your 
grade and they are also super easy to do. Make sure you listen in class,  you get most of the information you 
need from her just talking to you. Make sure you study for tests. They count a lot and you need to know the 
material  to do good on them for your grade. Miss Blanched is super nice and will sead the time helping you if 
you need it but make sure to stay off you phones she will get mad at that and don't cheat or copy from other 
people she will find out. Make sure to come to class prepared. We start doing work right away and we don't 
stop until the bell. Have a pencil and something to write on. This subject  matters and it looks good for 
colleges. You will have a lot of work but if you do it on time and how she wants it it will not be that bad. Just 
have fun in this class it is not that scary as it seems. 
 
 
Dear incoming students,  

You have decided to push yourself to another level you haven’t experienced before that will 
change your academic outlook after taking any AP classes.  Coming into APHuG, I felt like 9th grade 
didn’t prepare me.  I was in a level two geography class and some of the things that we talked about 
that most learned last year, I didn’t.  This made it a little harder.  The class overall has a good balance 
between easy and hard but also includes some interesting things.  You may get grades that you have 
never gotten before but remember, it's an AP class, it's not level 2.  This class will push you and 
challenge you but in the end, you will be glad you took it.  

My first impression of Mrs. Blanchard was a nice, understanding, and fun teacher.  These 
characteristics all became true.  If you don’t understand a topic or you need a little more time on 
some assignments, she is very understanding and kind, unlike other teachers.  She also gives a lot of 
heads up when it comes to bigger assignments and projects.  To be honest, I got less work in this 
class than any of my other classes.  When it comes to studying, the flashcards you have to do are 
VERY helpful.  It might take you a little to find a way that works for you but it's worth the time.  I found 
Quizlet very helpful and the games helped me retain information the most.  

Don’t be nervous.  I took APHuG and AP Bio at the same time and they aren’t anything like 
each other.  The rumors you hear about AP classes and their teachers aren’t true.  I found that AP 
teachers are a lot better at helping you than my other teachers.  For the AP Exam, you need to study. 
For all the time you put into the class it's important to study for the exam.  It will be hard but that's 
what the College Board does and there will be things you don’t know.  Take it one step at a time and 
you will be successful.  One of the greatest sayings I’ve learned this year was from Mr. Juhl, “It’s not 
about luck, it’s about preparation.”  


